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;r~1 ",.",;; .• '!...J .! .~ .lJ 162 OLD TCliVI\l RWD. EAST SET.:"UKET, N.Y. 117.33/516 751-5131

J "'I 1"-'--2.11UQry.!. , .J. ';! I ;)

Honorable Russell E. Train
Adrnirns tra tor
-ll (""t 1::' ".••. .: rr> ....•..........•0 -It 1 Prct CU' A
.. 1.0' •.. -L.:;':.i,."'.J.J ..V.~':'lU.,-i. a.l:.l. -~.\..i eon .a:.l..gc.ncy
401 IVIStreet S. \V.
V,'aS~1illg'~.Qr4-D._..C • .. 2~t4:.90

__ .... -:> ....•...

Dear 1\1r. Train:

Enclosed please find our petition requesting that you make the
determination. that the aquifers' underlying Nassau and Suffolk Counties, Long

_.: ..Island, :Ne.w:X:0t:k~··are.the::sole orprinctpaldrln:!dng water source- for the area
··.-····::~·c··.aildwhich,;'·U.contmninated;·vvouldcreate a significant hazard to public health,

. 'pursuant to Section 1424(e) of the Safe Water Drinking Act of 1974•. We are
requeatingthat you publish notice of that determination in the Federal Register
pursuant to that statute .

. ." _.. . .. ~-' We vlc)uld recries!':thityou:'act upO::ri 'thisPetitl~n' as soon as
possible. Inthe. ever£tlia:i: };ou"deci2fe' not to take any' action ,;iit:.:'1 respect
to this Petition, we would respectfully' request that you so advise us.

If you need any additional information in support of this Petition,
please let usknow ~... . ... ...

cc (with enclosure): ..

Mr. Gerald Hausler
Regional Administrator".

'-~- - - . -~~.:>"_.: •.~-,.-"~;.,:-;-."""'~'-"::-
. -- .. ' ","",:,:...~.::;;;;:r:<7.':'.':-'

Y oursverytruly , .
____---~.l..I"~

:r--\.\/ ( .;: /)
IJ-'--V.f)'j :./'S?':; ~\ ..c1"1'1\ .,

Jamb T. B, Tripp i.·\
"b-sel . \ V

- .~-:'7-: ~~'. ...,._.~... ~
- ... --.---. -~ -.~ ..".• - - --'7L"':"'"'-1

:;::."":!,,".,:- - •

.•._.-._----

Mr. Willtarn Frick, Deputy General Counsel for Water
U. S. Environmental Protection Agency

Mr. l\Tark PiSo.IlO

Director of '.Vater Planning Divi sion
U,S. Envi ronmenta l Protection Agency



;-;I"[ j ohn Han ......, C""<>r,,1 Coun sclJ.,\-.1... V!. 1. _.&.1.':'(,..1., ._J..;"C u.... ....,.....;,.1.:>_ .•.

Department of Environmental Conservation

Mr. ROP.2rt Cooke
Regional Administrator
Department of Envtronmental Conservation
Stony Brook, New York

Mr. JohnV. N..Klein
Suffolk-Coullt¥-Exec.uti ve •

Mr. Ralph Caso
Nassau County Executive

.Mr•..Lee' E. Koppelman, Executive Director--.---.-.~~~9~~~'PlannIng C~~ITiission

~'. -,"

-- -.:.~ ~ ---:-.> -.::----. '':7:::-- ----.
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BEf'OP..E THE UKLTED STATES El'r'iIR00ii\;IEl':TAL PROTECTION AGE1-:CY
Russell E. Tr::lia, Ac.J:nir:.ist;:'2.tor

I n the ivIi..rtter of the Petition of the )
ENVI ROi'~:\IE?\lAL DEFEl'.~SE FUi..\u, E~C. )

Supply Act with Re3p~st [0 the Aquifers )
of Nas sau arid Suffolk C8~:J.tieS, i>!ew York )

Petition

..- _...- ..-"(e) "II"the Adirifnistrarordetefrntnes , on his O\;;U inittative or
upon petition, .that an area hils an aquifer which is the sole or
principaldrinking water source-for the area and which ; if con-
taminated.rwould create a significant hazard. to nubli c health,

~ L ,

he' shall publish' notice of that determination in the Federa l
,.-:-,,":-:--&eglster.. Afte-r,~too::-publi-cittion-ofany.such..notice,--no-com~ ..:"'~-:"'-.-~~~-.-:....~...

• -i"-.'O"---~'_-_'_. __ ....._:_._.. c_< :'-htitment' for Federal-financial aaststance.tthrough a grant, _..., .
::'~-~~-~<~:~:.~~~.....,."~ ...·cona.act~-loan guarantee, or otherwise) may be entered into r

for any project which the Administrator determines may
contaminate such. aquifer through a recharge zone so as to

--,..--.--~-~-- ---, .. - ----·-create a signiflcii'iifhazard topiiblic health, ..hut a- commif-·--· ....·
- .- .---~ .----··'~-----·-ifrenri:ot·p.e~mr-!ln:a-rrcra:r-a:ss~~?:nrn-c·e-·mayrrrruuth ortzed---"~ -------.---,.~------- --_ .._,_.__ ...

.:-:---':;....c:.o.,.;..:..".;...:c~--.- - -::r" ...'-'--'- ."underanother' proviSlon- ofIaw, beenteredtnto toplatror ". ',' ..-'---.,.---.---~.
•. design the project to assure that it will not S0 contaminate
;1

- .~--:.' - ..~'''- -.~-.;. ~.
, .... .... ~---- ...~"""..=: ..+r-r .•.-~ .

_theaqui£~~.,_"_.._. _ _, __"
-;

---------- -- ---.--.-.. 2 .'-Tne'aq-Uifers~~vj1i.lCh'l.iriderlie Nassau aiicfSuff<?lkcouriires~Re\'iYoiK;-'--:-:--:-'''- ~--~
as UiS4 '. & ; • ,_·"~_-_:_-:~~=:~=-·=o:~·-":._~-::~_~~·~.._:·:~.:~..--.-- -"-:::'-'._~~_=~::~.=_~::~._~_~'--- ". - .,0, .r.; •• ~::-_-~ ••.• - -, --:_~_--_-. - .• s r-z-:- ::,.!.': -:•.•.~:-~:.- -:-~:_..-~--::---:c.~_~;~~~-:.:~::~-;.::...<.•:~~_: ..:-:..~:'"_-::--:,;....-:":-.:~_-----r:---a- staiiilirdstitisticarmetiopoTItan area, are:L~~:-'$'(;le·=Ctjfnk:ihg"'\va:ter--sour2:e::-fo't-~-::=.'_-.=:~'.
--,----.----~~---.- .....•.•.• - ....-.--.-------- ----- .•..-- ---------.- -----. ~. .. - -- ..--~.--- ...----.:..:...--- r-: ---.~--.- cc---:.... ....--· ....· • - •.... -:.:------ ------ ~. ~- 1

- .: this area. Numerous publications by federal agencies, including "An Atlas of : -- ;.

:: Long I slands "Vater Resources, "New York Water Resources Commission Bulletin ;~-'-'-------.--..---_. -- ._--'- .---- ----- - --- .... --------------- ------------- ,- ....----- -.----------------.-----.------------------~--'--~
'.. 62, by Phillip' Cohen, O. L. Franke and B. L. Foxworthy, Hydrologists, United i .

,------- -... .

~2E'~;~~E~~~~~~i~~~~~ii~~!~~~-j~E~
, Constructi on-Crants for Nassau and Sll££OU~Counties, New York (the "E1S"),,' .

p. 50-51;. prepared by the U. S. Environmental Protection /I..gency in J111Y·1972

establish this fact.

3. Nassau County h2S 2. popula ri0(1 :)f approximate ly 1. 43 rnillton people

according to the 1970 census ... At the time of the census, Sutfo lk County had a
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4. i).;3.ssau and S.i ffolk Counties have tI1I:Ce princlpal aquifers , the Glacia l~ L. _ l

i
I

A ,~ (. , '(' ). "I 1 ~ . c 1 h Ll d \ . cquircr me top aqurier , the 1"" a got 1y I'~fltilt8r uno u e oy .upu.er. Tne top 1:\'10

the res ideuts of .0~assau arid Suffolk Counties.

5. Since these aquifers are the sole somce, of drinking "'iater for Nassau

and Suffolk' Counties) contamination of these aquifers could create a significant

----"-------- __·.hazard·to--puBltc-health .•..-·-.-.-.- ..--. --- -- ---~ ""-'--'-'-- .--- -.~ ' ,... ,,-.--.-.~ ~~..--~--

6. That contamination of the Glacial .L~.:quiferisal[e:::.d)' a. problernIs

. Suffolk cQunt'i.Rep6rt~,-substaiitiatethiscontamination ·probre-m-;---Indeed.th~ -'~-'-~ '.
_ _ .•.•'.••'_A ~_ •__ . __ ~ .• _ ••.• - _ " _

. .- ~''", -~-

;';":"'i.-/:.::':."

expenditure of hundreds of millions of dollars of EPA-grant. money to fund huge

coastalctreatmentplants ·wit.h.outfalls described in.the~EISis evidence of thts

contamination problem.
~~~ ..-:- .- -~.;...:..:=~:~~·.~..:4;;~·Fi~H~~he=tw€;eeuE.ti€s-~·Na:ssal.b.andSllffb.U,·~--are.:ming.a:.Joint:~>.. ,~:;-' '~':~l--=
-::..i~:~:·:'--:---·:t~~~p~-~i~ion::.to" deSignate tl1e-Bi-cOUllty Planning Cornrrifsai.on as ·a".seCtf6I1208 ..:-~"..."-·-:-,,,-~·t-"':

i~. Ioca I planning organization under Section 208 of the 1972 FedcralWater Pollution ;
-_. , • l.

,: Control Act Amendments in recognition of the fact that thetwo Counties are an
_. . I . I: -=.,.~:'....==-~~.\L.~iea'T·vj~~.~assriDsThmi'al wat'eY·qt!:3.lity-crrnrraT-prob-lerns.It ~

.. ' . _. - - _ ._. -',' , . ," -.' - -. "- .-.-- .. ----.~--".•--.,.--- ---..---..,.--_.,.-. - _-; .•......... -_-:---_,._.;; ~__ .~•.."'_,..... _ - ~. -.----~. .~-. -:....:..--...,_..,.--.-~.-_--_..z-_._. __ .__~,~_. _....:_~_~-,

8. Therefore~ we request that you determine that r.;;J.ssau and Suffolk" 1
t. . 1 .

~;,~.:-~_ ..~..._" ..•.. "Counties hazeaquifers which ..q.re "the sole or orinci'Qal drinking water source . . ;~: ' _. t. .. __._..•._ .. _' __.,.",.' ..,.. _ .•_-;-~", .. _""'" __.~_ •..••.... _~ ..•..:__ .•.,~.~.~ e-:_~_.~

'.,:~---..=:--·-;··;--·i~-~th~·:;~~~~d--~hich:':jTconiam inated :--\voufdc:ieate-a-slg~-ilficanfTlazarato-· --.- .....,.~{-
~- .~~~·~i'-~:-~~-~~~+···?~._,~.~~.~,::~_;~~~__~~-:~~:~::·~7.·=.:~~_~~;:·-;:'~~~~'~~~-.~_ :--_._-._-.~"'~'-"-'--:':~-~:"~''=-~--"~ =: .-~~-~.-~- -~:-¥~~--....- - -"'''::-,--'- ..-._~ 2:,:" i..< -"~

." public health, .•• " and that YOlTtherefore publ1slinl>tic-e'~OfthtS-'dI~t-ermimrttolI . I
___._.__._~__"""""",,._"..-__._ . _ _._... ..;.__.._.__"_ I.

i: in the Federal Register. "q
--------_._._-.-_ ...._ .._-_ •.._-_......•_---_._--- .. ' ...''''''''-'' -.- ......•._-_. "-!'~'

Respectfully"sUbmitted,

East Setauket, NeW York 11733

East Setauket, t'-:C\V York



llttacbment 2
/

AQUIFERSUNDERLYINGNASSAUA.ND SUFFOLK
COUNTIES, LONGISLAND,NE\VYORK

I
Proposal on EPA Determination

OnMarch 6, 1975, the Environmental Protection Agency published

a notice in the Federal Register (40 FR 10514)that it had received a

petition, pursuant to section 1424(e) of the Public Health Service Act,

as amended by the Safe Drinking Water Act, P. L. 93-523, to make

a determination that the Edwards Aquifer is the sole or principal

drinking water source for the SanAntonio area which, ifcontaminated,

would create a significant hazard to public health.

A petition has been submitted, on behalf of the Environmental

Defense Fund, requesting the Administrator of the Environmental

Protection Agency to make a similar determination with respect to

the aquifers underlying Nassau and Suffolk Counties. This petition is
reprinted in full below:

BEFORE THE UNITEDSTATESENVIRONMENTAL.PROTECTION
AGENCY

Russell E. Train, Administrator

In the Matter of the Petition of the
ENVrn.ONMENTALDEFENSE FUND, INC.
Under Section 1424(e) of the 1974Water
Supply Act with Respect to the Aquifers
of Nassau and Suffolk Counties, New York

Petition

1. Section §1424(e)of the 1974Water SupplyAct provides as follows:

"(e) If the Administrator determines, on his O\v11 initiative
or upon petition, that an area has an aquifer which is the sole
or principal drinking water source for the area and which, if
contaminated, would create a significant hazard to public health,

\
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he shall publish notice 01 that determination in the Federal
Register. After the PUblication 01 lilly SUchnotice, no com-
mitment for Federal financial assistance (through a grant,
contract, loan I!WU'antee, Or otherwise) may be entered into
for any project which the Administrator determines may
contaminate IIIlChaqulfer through a recharge zone so as to
create a signlficant hazard to public health, hit a COIlllllit_
ment for Federai financial assistance may •. it authorized
under anothe.- provision 01 law, be entered into to plan or
design the Project to. assure that it WillDOt so COntaminatethe aquifer. "

2. The aqulfe.-s whiCh Underlie Nassau and Suffolk Counties,

New York, a standard statistical metropolitan area. are the sole

water SOUrcefor this area. Numerous PUblications by federal

agenCies, inclUding "An Atlas 01 Long Island's Water Resources,"

New York Water ReSOOrces Commission l3uIIetin 62, by Phillip

Cohen, O. L. Franke and B. L. Foxworthy, HYdrologists, United

States GeolOgical Survey (in particular p ".70) and the Environmental

Impact Statement entitled "Environmental. Impact Statement on Waste

'I'reatment FaCilities Construction Grllllts for Nassau and Suffolk

Counties, New York (the "Em"), p. 50-51, prepared by the U.S.

Envi..-orunental Protection Agency in July 1972 establish this fact.

3. Nassau Countyhas a population of apProximately 1. 45 ntiillon

people according to the 1970 census. At the time 01 the census, Suffolk

County had a P<>pulatjonof about 1.13 million, hut has been grOWing

rapi illy since that time. The latest POpulation figure for Suffolk County



"+ o>

the Glacial Aquifer (the top aquifer), the lVIagothyAquifer and the

Lloyd Aquifer. The top two aquifers, the Glacial and IlIagothy

Aquifer ar e the pr incipa! sources of wat.cr' for the residenL :)f

Nassau and Suffolk Counties.

5. Since these aquifers are the sole source of drinking water' for

Nassau and Suffolk Counties, cont8..l1.1inationof these aquifers could

cl'eate a significant hazard to public health.

6. That contamination of the Glacial Aquifer is atr-eady a problem

is evident from the EIS itself. Nltmerous U. S. Geological Survey and

Nassau and Suffolk County Reports substantiate this contaInination

problem. Indeed, the expenditure of hundreds of milfions of dollars of

EPA grant money to fund huge coastal treatment plants with outfafl.s

described in the EIS is evidence of this contam.ination problem.

7. Finally, the two counties, Nassau and Suffolk, are :filing a joint

application to designate the Bi-Coanty Planning Cornxnissioll as a

Section 208 local planning orgaJlization under Section 208 of the 1872

Ii'edera1 water pollution Control Act Amendments in recognition of

the fact that the two Counties ar e an area "which has substantial ,v8Jel'

quality control problems. "



. 8. Therefore, we request that you determine that Nassau and Suffolk

Counties have aquifera:which are "tne sole or principal drinking water

source for the area and which, if contaminated, would create a significant

hazard to public health~ ~•• " and. that you therefore publish. notice of this

determination in, the'FederalRegister .•'.·~,.·;.;..".

. ,- .J',..'.' -. . .'-:. .•. ~; ...;. -.-..:

. ~ "
.,'

. .~.:

Respectfuny submitted,

(Signed)

James T. B. Tripp
Counsel
Environmental Detense Fund, Inc.
162 Old Town Road
East Setauket, New York 11733

East Setauket, New York

January 21,. 1975

EPA intends to decide whether to make the requested determination

at the earliest time consistent with a complete review of the relevant

data and information,. and a full opportunity for publie partictpation,

In this regard, the Agency is developing a full factual record, and

solicits comments, data, and references to additional sources of

information relevant to the determination required by §1424(e). In

particular , information is sought concerning whether or not the under-

ground wat~~J)()gy~bodies 1Jnderl~ l:{assau and Suffolk Counties . , ---
--_. ,-- CONCU~~Eft!C<:.S ---

:=.;'-\1\ -\\:\\:l-
•.• ,t I , • __



are a single aquifer) or are two or more separate, distinct aquifers.

Information is further sought concerning the geographical boundaries

and other charaCteristics of the aquifer or aquifers and their recharge

zones, the area or areas dependent upon. them for dri,nkin:g water, the

signiJieaneeof current or anticipated threats topu.blic health that might

result from eootamjnaHOIl of the aqUifers, and the prospeets that such
=:"":'::"-.,----_._ .. -'",-.~.:: .,' .....,) ...- ..

contamination will occur as a. result of curreat aetivities or events that

.----.__..- ..·-must be aDtieipated.
n

' ••

Comments, data, and references in response to this notice should

be submitted in writing to the Regiooal.Administrator, Region IIt

. ~ProteetioB Agency, 26 Federal P1.a2la, Room 1009,

New York~ N. Y. 10001within 60 daY8. Information which is available

to the ~~ cone·ernmg the aquifers underlying Nassau and Suffolk

Counties will· be avai1able for inspection at the addresS listed above.

Dated, -;p.ttsselkE-.[,,'traj a::
.A.d.roinistrator

Prepared bY:EHockman:fem:WH-450:426-3934:3/21/75
CONCURRENCES



Appendix C

Nassau-Suffolk Counties, New York

Background Document
in support of the
Issue Memorandum
concerning section 1424(e)
of the Safe Drinking Water Act

Prepared by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, Region II


